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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED %UNALTERED 
XXORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS 4 L T E R  ED -MOVED DATE 

XFAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Blues Armory i s  a  massive red  b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  of  
S i x t h  and Marshall  S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of downtown Richmond. It forms an important  
v i s u a l  element i n  t h e  approach t o  t h e  Richmond Coliseum. The bu i ld ing  i s  i n  a  somewhat 
severe  c a s t e l l a t e d  s t y l e ;  on ly  t h e  south  and west s i d e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  wi th  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
embellishment; t h e  no r th  and e a s t  s i d e s  a r e  p l a i n ,  a s  they  abut  ad jacent  p r o p e r t i e s .  
A d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  of t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  i t s  p r o j e c t i o n  over  t h e  s idewalks s o  t h a t  t h e  
public  right-of-way is through an open arcade on t h e  ground f l o o r .  The arcade  has  f i v e  
bays on t h e  sou th  o r  Marshal l  S t r e e t  s i d e  and seven bays on t h e  west o r  S i x t h  S t r e e t  
s ide .  The arches a r e  r u s t i c a t e d  and have s t o n e  keystones.  The c e n t e r  bay on S i x t h  S t r e e t  
is enriched wi th  rough-hewn s tone  blocks.  Both o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s i d e s  a r e  decorated with 
c rene la t ed  ba r t i zans :  l a r g e r  ones extending from t h e  top  of  t h e  a rcade  frame t h e  c e n t e r  
bays and mark each corner  and sma l l e r  ones extending from t h e  machicolated upper s t o r y  
a r e  placed betrqeen.the in t e rmed ia t e  bays. - . 

The f i r s t - f l o o r  openings a r e  she1te;ed by t h e  arcade and have no s p e c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
t rea tment ,  being merely l a r g e  g l a s s  windows t o  Light  t h e  ground f l o o r .  The second-f loor  
windows a r e  grouped i n  t h r e e s  i n  each bay and a r e  topped by smal l  square  windows which 
l i g h t  t h e  mezzanines. The top - l eve l  windorus a r e  very  s inal l ,  being placed between each 
of  t h e  machicolat ions.  Surrounding t h e  top  of t h e  bu i ld ing  is a  c r e n e l a t e d  parapet .  
On t h e  Marshall  S t r e e t  s i d e  t h e  gable  of  the  roof r i s e s  above t h e  pa rape t ,  fol lowing t h e  
curve of t h e  t rus ses .  

The whole of  t h e  armory's ground f l o o r  was o r i g i n a l l y  given over  t o  a  food market. I n  .. 
recent  yea r s ,  t h e  northwest  corner  of t h e  groind f i o o r  has been converted i n t o  a  f i r e  
s t a t i o n .  The upper l e v e l s  a r e  reached by a  s i n g l e  s t a i r  approached through t h e  c e n t e r  
bay of the  S ix th  S t r e e t  s i d e .  Another en t r ance ,  in tended f o r  t h e  movement o f  munit ions;  
i s  l oca ted  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  The second f l o o r  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  s u i t e s  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
m i l i t a r y  companies. Each s u i t e  ( the re  a r e  approximately s i x )  i s  reached from a  wide 
cen te r  h a l l  and c o n s i s t s  o f  a  h igh-ce i l inged  meeting lounge, o f f i c e r ' s  q u a r t e r s ,  and a  
mezzanine con ta in ing  locke r s  f o r  uniform s to rage . .  Also on t h e  second f l o o r  i s  a  l a r g e  

..~. . 
r ecep t ion  h a l l ,  a  k i t c h e n j  and a  l a t r i n e .  The munit ions room is l o c a t e d  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  
a rea  o f f  t h e  second f l o o r  and i s  l i a e d  with s t e e l  p l a t e . .  The e n t i r e  top  l e v e l  is a  - v a e  
wooden-floored d r i l l  h a l l  covered by a  cwrved, exposed s t e e l - t r u s s  roof .  The ceil-i.ng 
was o r i g i n a l l y  p ierced  by s k y l i g h t s ,  but  t hey  have been c losed .  On t h e  wa l l s  a t  e i t h e r  
end of t h e  h a l l  a r e  crude murals  dep ic t ing  t h e  Richmond Blues on ceremonial occasions.  
The west s i d e  og t h e  h a l l  i s  l i n e d  wi th  a  s p e c t a t o r s '  g a l l e r y ,  

The e n t i r e  b u i l d i ~ r g  i s  cons t_ ruc tedof  r e in fo rced  concre te .  The huge, s t e e l  f l o o r  j o i s t s  
a r e  encased i n  concre te  a n d ' a r e  expressed i n  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  h a l l  c e i l i n g .  The upper f l o o r s  
have n o t  been occupied f o r  over  t e n  yea r s  and a r e  i n  d e t e r i o r a t e d  condi t ion .  A l l  t h e  
rooms a r e  ve ry  p l a i n ,  h a v i n g n o  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e ,~he l l i shmen t  o f  consequence. The b a s i c  
s t r u c t u r a l  system i s  sorind. 

Plans have been made t o  conver t  t h e  ground and second f l o o r s  i n t o  a  shopping mal l .  It 
i s  a l s o  planned even tua l ly  t o  conver t  t h e  t o p  f l o o r  i n t o  a  t h e a t r e .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
i n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  t o  be na in t a ined .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The c a s t e l l a t e d - s t y l e  Blues Armory i s  a  key a r c h i t e c t u r a l  element ,in t h e  h e a r t - o f  t h e  . 
Richmond comnercial a r ea .  The:massive red b r i ck  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  i ts  t u r r e t e d  w a l l s  and 
arcaded base se rves  a s  .a p ic turesque  f o i l  t o  t h e  many modern s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  
With i t s  m a k i a l  a i r ,  i t  i s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  example of t h e  s t y l e  employed- f o r  t h e  l a r g e  
armories e rec t ed  i n  c i t i e s  throughout t h e  na t ion  from t h e  1870s t o  t h e  1920s. 

.~ - 
The bui ld ing  was designed by t h e  Washington, D. C. a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i &  of A v e r i l l  and Hal l  
and was completed i n  1910. The engineers .were Marshall  and Marshal l ,  a l so '  of  Washington. 
Typical o f a r m o r i e s  of  t h e  per iod ,  i t  i s  of  e s p e c i a l l y  soLid cons t ruc t ion ,  designed t o  
wi ths tand  a s s a u l t  by m o b s o r  r i o t e r s ~ .  Another des ign  f e a t u r e ~ p r o v i d i n g  s e c u r i t y  i s  t h e  
complete s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  ground f l o o r  from t h e  upper  f l o o r s .  The ground f l o o r ,  being 
more vulnerable ,  was-des igned t o  be a  food market; t h e  upper f l o o r s ,  used by t h e  m i l i t a r y  
u n i t ,  a r e  reached by a  s i n g l e  inconspicuous and e a s i l y  guarded ent rance .  Also, l i k e  most 
armories ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  was given a  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  so t h a t  t h e  guard could convenient ly  
handle any d i s tu rbance  i n  t h e  downtown a rea .  

The armory was b u i l t  as  t h e  headquar te rs  of  the  Richmond Light  I n f a n t r y  Blues, one of t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  most h i s t o r i c  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s .  The Blues were.formally organized as  a  company i n  
1789. Their  uniforms o r i g i n a l l y  were r ed ,  but  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of t h a t  c o l o r  w i th  t h e  
former enemy, the  B r i t i s h ,  caused t h e  c o l o r  t o  be changed t o  b lue ,  w i th  t h e  u n i t  acqu i r ing  
i t s  name accordingly.  The d r e s s  uniform evolved t o  i t s  f i n a l  form j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  
War. The famous uniform was a f a m i l i a r  s i g h t  i n  parades and o f f i c i a l  funct ions  f o r  many 
years  and, according t o  Thomas Nelson Fage, was pa t t e rned  a f t e r  t h e  uniform of  t h e  Swiss 
Guard o f  Marie Antoine t te .  

The Blues were f i r s t  c a l l e d  t o  s e r v i c e  t o  d e a l  wi th  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  l e d  by t h e  s l a v e  
Gabr ie l  i n  1800. They served  i n  every major c o n f l i c t  from t h e  War of 1812 t o  World War 11. 
Luring t h e  War between t h e  S t a t e s  they were p a r t  of t h e  Army of  Northern Vi rg in i a  and were 
n e a r l y  wiped o u t  a t  t h e  B a t t l e  of  Roanoke I s l a n d  i n  1861. For many years  it was a  g r e a t  
s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  be i n  t h e  Blues. U n t i l  1930 one a c t u a l l y  had t o  be e l e c t e d  t o  mem- 
bersh ip ,  and one nega t ive  v o t e  was s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  exclusion.  One of  t h e  l a s t  o f f i c i a l  
funct ions  of  t h e  Blues was t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  inaugura l  parade of Pres ident  John F. 
Kennedy. 

The Blues were formed i n t o  a  b a t t a l i o n  i n  1894. Following World War 11, they were in-  
corporated i n t o  a  National  Guard regiment.  They remained headquarterd a t  t h e  armory on 
S ix th  S t r e e t  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1960s when a  new armory was e rec t ed .  By 1968 t h e  Blues were 
t h e  o l d e s t  continuous m i l i t a r y  o rgan iza t ion  i n  t h e  count ry ,  bu t  r eo rgan iza t ion  of  t h e  
National  Guard i n  t h a t  year  caused t h e  u n i t  t o  cease  t o  e x i s t  as  an i d e n t i f i a b l e  u n i t .  
Plans a r e  underway t o  remodel the  armory i n t e r i o r  i n t o  a  shopping area .  

CL & NTP 
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